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CONFIDENTIAL BERN 3445 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR PORG SZ 

SUBJ: MULTINALERAL AFFAIRS: DESIGNATION OF MLO 

REF: A) STATE 159747; B) STATE 148782; C) 76 STATE 37591; 

D) 76 BERN 867 

1 . WE HAVE NO BASIC CHANGES TO MAKE TO OUR REPLY 
(REF D) TO QUESTIONS POSED IN PARA 7 REF C. SWISS 
CONCERNS ON MULTILATERAL ISSUES WERE REVIEWED IN 
BERN A-48 ANNUAL POLICY ASSESSMENT OF MAR 29, 1977. 

FOLLOWING COMMENTS ARE PROVIDED TO HIGHLIGHT 
ADDITIONAL POINTS THAT MAY BE USEFUL TO DEPT'S 
MULTILATERAL AFFAIRS PREPARATIONS. 

2. SWITZERLAND IS EXPECTED TO REMAIN OUTSIDE UN 
FOR NEXT FEW YEARS AT LEAST. THOUGH SWISS GOVT 
WANTS TO JOIN. FEDERAL COUNCIL'S POSITION ON 

UN MEMBERSHIP WAS REPORTED IN BERN 1 192 AND 3008. 

GOVT HOPES THAT PARLIAMENT WILL APPROVE FEDERAL 
COUNCIL POSITION THAT IT IS DESIRABLE FOR SWITZERLAND 
TO JOIN UN, THOUGH NOT IMMEDIATELY IN VIEW 
OF CURRENT PUBLIC OPPOSITION. AND THEREBY GIVE 
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GOVT GREEN LIGHT TO CONDUCT DOMESTIC PUBLIC 
INFORMATION CAMPAIGN PROMOTING UN MEMBERSHIP. 

3. SWISS ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN MOST UN 
SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND SUCH OTHER MULTILATERAL 
AFFAIRS AS OECD AND CSCE. WE BELIEVE OUR CONSULTATIONS 
WITH SWISS ON UNESCO, ILO, OECD AND CSCE 
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MATTERS DURING PAST YEAR HAVE BEEN IMPORTANT TO 
US INTERESTS. SWISS HAVE BEEN RECEPTIVE TO OUR 
CONSULTATIONS AND HAVE INDICATED THEIR DESIRE TO 
MAINTAIN MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL CONTACT. SWISS 
REQUESTED US SUPPORT FOR THEIR CANDIDACY TO 
UNDP GOVERNING COUNCIL (BERN 2000). SWISS WANT 
TO PARTICIPATE IN WORK ON INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT 
ON ILLEGAL CORPORATE ACTIVITIES (BERN 2875). 

FEDERAL COUNCIL'S OFFICIAL POSITION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN CSCE CONTEXT WAS REPORTED IN BERN A-46 OF 
MAR 25, 1977 AND BERN A-87 OF JUL 9, 1977. 

4. SWISS WERE ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS IN CIEC NORTH- 
SOUTH DIALOGUE. WE EXPECT THEM TO MAINTAIN THIS 
INTEREST IN NORTH-SOUTH ISSUES, ESPECIALLY AS 
CIEC RESULTS ARE REVIEWED IN OTHER BODIES. SWISS 
ARE ALSO PARTICIPATING IN NEWLY ESTABLISHED IFAD 
(INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT). 

5. WHILE SWISS MAY NOT GENERALLY PUSH CANDIDACIES 
OF THEIR OFFICIALS FOR POSITIONS IN MULTILATERAL 
BODIES OR CONFERENCES, THIS ESSENTIALLY DEPENDS 
UPON LEVEL OF THEIR REPRESENTATION AT THESE 
MEETINGS. AS MENTIONED REF D, AMB JOLLES 

IS EXAMPLE OF SWISS OFFICIAL WHO WILL TAKE ON 
IMPORTANT FUNCTIONS IN MEETINGS ON OECD AND UNCTAD. 
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6. FSO EDSON KEMPE, POL/ECON COUNSELOR, IS MULTILATERAL 
AFFAIRS OFF (MLO) FOR EMBASSY BER, 

DAVIS 
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